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The Warren Commission in its investigation into the assassim- 
atien of President Keanady net only selected its evidence carefully; 
it made ne systematic study of the evidence it did collect. An 
example is its easy treatment ef feur ef the elesest witnesses to 
the sheeting, the four motorcycle officers who rode the rear dumper 
ef the lime sine. These men were trained observers, they were there 
te guard the President, they were located at a distance ef less than 
teh feet from the President when all the shets were fired -closer 
than any ether witnesses except these in the limes i no itself; and, 
unlike these witnesses, they had an unobstructed view of the Presi- 
dent and did net feel themselves to he under fire* -Yet only two 
of these efficers were hailed t® testify. Of a' xKKaaiixw* third 
we have secondhand inf ermatien. Of the fourth we have no information, 
by name, at all. . _ , 

As a result of the 'Cemalssienis refusal' to study and arrange 
its dvidence, a number of errors and misconceptions have arisen in r 
regard to the behavior of this four-man' escort immediately after the 
shots were fired. "The most recent inaectiraey to appear is in an 
article in the Saturda y Evenin g Post , Dec. 2, 1967, by Josiah Thompson: 

1 ” It seemed like his head exploded," testifed Officer Bobby Hargis, 
M and I was splattered with blood and brain, and a kind of bloody water. 
The splash of this debris so established in his mind the idea that 
:‘the shot came from the right front that he got off his cycle and hod 
the' chase onto the knoll (see pictures on pages 28 and 29) . * 



Th® photographs Thompson refers to are the firsl^, and third of 
throe taken by Wilma B «nd. The caption under Bond #1 in the Post 
roads: . 



’’Sargis was hit so strongly by a shower of the President’s blood 
that he felt sure that th© shot came from the right front. Dismounting, 
he turns and looks toward th© grassy knoll.” 

Far ' from being pictured "dismounting” in this photograph, largis '. 
is pictured a good six foot behind his cycle and running toward it. 

Ke appears 'to have stopped in midrun because his attention has been 
drawn to something to his right# 

The caption to ' the " second photograph of Wilma B »nd, which may bo 
referred to as Bond $5, reads: 



” Sec ends later, largis has actually climbed the knoll, looking for 
the assassin (the arrow shows the officer's white helmet ) . Other 
witnesses now scramble after Hargis up the knoll* 



It is true that this photograph depicts an officer running wesu 
up the grassy knoll. But this officer is not largis, s ^ c ® ® a Jf ls 
cycle toward which Hargis was running from the east knoll in Bond CL 
is miss iny from Bond #5. A n ®ther cycle has appeared in Bondjfr-5. rnis 
oyoS »ay S b. A.r th. h..i .f th. car in th. cantor .f th. piotur.. 

It Bay also ho s..n in Willis ifS, u, against th. north curb of Elm 




Street aver the heel «f the car e^* 

ESu Thua a simple 

study of the photo graphic evidence ' should have .dives ted 

•t his «•»; «•** . it: *«*■ i; . j »* ”P ) c!*ii ta« 

lad Mr. Thompson reaa the testimony or uriicer «-ax so- » 

"been even more sure ©f this fact. V 

Perhaps it is ' time 1 t© set the record straight ©n the President's 
motorcycle escort. ... 

. There "were four officers at the rear of the J-J m ®£ ine .^ ke 
<na«otinr occurred. They were B.J. Martin and Bobby Sargxs, to the 

t£at U £^w!f u«4 .rpaaa 

a :£ r“ ESS ISxsKEr 

bumper. A third tk sk 2t s were fired. Thus the only 

m .r. «.B anything «ai aet.i 

members of the escort in s-.P® ^ ridina right behind the 

upon^mmeAiately were the four officers riding rxgp* 

President#.' .. _ , v . . ... - - ■ ■■>■"•••• . 

That Mira than W mmW. 

V. •**•'>? ww.’staniins .n th. El» 

statments tahenfrem three wxtne^^ the President. It should he 

^ unobstructed view ef the 

escort and the President’s car# 

"Mr. Wiahorn stated he wa |.g® Attention remained^ ^President 
the, shots were' fired from. Mis att ®^ ^ ^\ tat e A that very 
Kennedy and t ^® m ®t®^ c ^ G ^® ®®®®^^* g ^pt"dispersed... ,1 ! 

shortly thereafter the motercycle escort 

FBI interview with Walter Luke- Winhern 
Volume 82 , T*» ,^££r'-- 1P:r> * ee *^' Rsa * 

‘ ’~V «,' +■ ■*. -n^st realized something was'wrong' w^en 

«Ko stated that he first r«Jl^ theiir' regular ^ courses . At H ©r 
the motorcycles began moving, . - t could have been shots# 

just tatwt this h. hear* »•«»*» cl.m.n EarI ^ n 

FBI intarvieW With £»i*jax*aix»«** 

V©1 22 , p . °°® - 

«(le) saw President Ken ^®^ i *^ P ahout^he a area^ Mr. Davi =„ 
motercycle escort Jected“ to th© motorcycle *scert- is 

stated his attention was oxrecte^a ^ Ge . rg . e A . Bavis 
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T&ese statMents^make.- it abundantly clear that 'the motorcycle's 
in question belonged t© tke' four man escort iMmekiately behind the 
President’s car since a© ©tkers would have keen visible to observers 
•n tke viaduct at tke time tke shots were keard and tk© President 
was seen to slump*.-" h. ,'?■ k 

What were 'these maneu vers about tke area? Which of these four 
men did what just after tke shots were fired? In tk© case ©f tw© 

®f them, Hargis and Martin, tke evidence is clears k©tk men rede 
©n t© tk© hospital witk tke met ©read©* 

MARTIN 

Mr* Martin* After tk© sk©ts w© picked up speed. 

Commission C ©tins'© is Did yeu g© ©n t© Parkland? 

Hr. Martins Y©s, sir; I did* 

i V©1 p* 291 

CHANEY 

James Ckaney was not called t© testify; however Officer Hargis 
volunteered information about kirn in his testimony: 

Mr. Hargis: ...Ckaney put kis motor In first gear and acceler- 
ated up t© tke 'front t© t ell them t© get ~ everything 
out ©f tke way, ke was coming through... 

Vol. 6, p., 294 

Chief ©f Police Jesse Curry confirmed in kis testimony tkat 
Ckaney rode up t© tke lead car and inf armed him tkat tke President kdd 
keen kit. : 

We are left tkem witk only two officers of tke four man team’ ' 
wke were in a position t ©"maneuver akeut tke area", Hargis himself, 
arid D.L. Jackson. Hargis’ testimony about kis own actions is very 
clears 

HARGIS 

Mr. Har gis .Ckaney put kis motor in first gear and accelerated 
up t® tk© front t© tell tkem t© get everything o ut of 
tke way ke was* coming tkrougk, and tkat is when tke 
President’s jews: limostne sket ©ff, and I stepped and 
get off my met ©cycle and ran to tk© right hand side 
of tk® street, behind tke light pole..* 

Mr. Stern: Yeu say you parked yeur motorcycle? 

Mr. Hargis: It was t© the loft hand side ®f tke street from - 
south side ef ^*lm Street. 

Vel i, p. 294. 




Hargis then went on t® testify: "I remember a mn holding a 
cklUW.' Pell to the graund . and c ever ei. kis child with kis body.*. ^ 

I ran to the light pest and I 'ran up to - this kind of little wall. .. 

The Bend phete 'shewing Mar gis ceming up “behind his cycle, ^*hd 
#1. shows i in the direction from Hhich Margis is running, a»n »n 
the /dund with a child 'hehind the " lamp post.: This makes it clear 

that Eargis ran immediately hack up the knell in a northeasterly 
direction. Just as he testified. The man' on the ground with his 
child can be identified. It is William Eugene Newman, Jr. The FBI 
interviewed both Newman and his wife. 



. "Newman first thought the President and Governor were playing 
some' kind "of gam© and suddenly realized they' had been shot and that 
he waaperhaps in the line ©f fire because officers started running 
teward the arcade directly hack of him and his wife. . 



FBI interview with William E. Newman 
■ -' ':''Yel''’'t2,v;p. ; 842 ■ ■ _ .p , 

n She s tated that aft or tke : President was shet officers' and 
probably, secret service' men started running '■'.teward ^the areade -■ 
n«ar the; peiht whdrd the photographer was taking his pictures. . . 

After” the shet "s she and her husband each grabbed a child and lay 
dewn en the grass..." FBI interview with Frances Gayle Newma 

Vel. 22, fc. 842 



These statements shew that the wall te which largis ref ersed 
was most likely the abutment, en which steed Abraham Zapruder who _* 
took the well khewh mevie fi»m r of the assassinatien. Tha^/;»et#rcycl»^ ;• 
officers from this feih’ man escort immediately behind tkrcar rafix. 
teward the direction of Zapruder is also confirmed in his own testi- 
mony: 

Mr. Liebeler: As you wore standing on this abutment facing 

Elm Street,' you say the police ran ever behind 
the concrete structure behind you. •• 



Mr* Zapruder: After .the shots? 

Mr. Liebeler: Yes. : 

Mr. Zapruder:.. £ .yes,' after the shots, yes, some of them were 
motorcycle ceps — I guess they left their motor- 
cycles rttnnl- g and they’ were running behind me, 
of course, in the line of the shooting. X guess 
they' thought it came from right behind me... 

I assumed that they (the shots) came from there 
because as the police started running back of me, 
it looked like it came from in back of me. 



It will be neted that by the time Bond #1 was taken Zapruder 
wasn® longer on the abutment. Thus one or mere motorcycle officers 
ran behind Zapruder before this photograph ;was taken, and one of them 
would undoubtedly be Officer largis seen in this phot a graph running 
up behind his cycle from that direction -which is where hargia 




testified that he had "been* ... 

- That Hargis ’ and at least one ether officer made ‘a quick trip 
up the knell long before an efficer is pictured running up the 
■west knell in Bend $2 and $3 and Willis $7, is made apparent from 
the testimony ef photographer .James Altgens : 

"The car never did step. It was proceeding aleng in a slew 
pace and I stepped out in the curb area and made another picture 
as the B*cret Service man stepped upon the rear step of the ; • ■ 
Presidential i±»*s±HK car and went t© Mrs. Kennedy's aid and then 
after that I immediately crossed the street .. *The_ Secret Service 
men, uniformed policemen with drawn guns that went racing hip this 
little incline. . .I started up the’ incline with - ®r, after, the 
off icers *. .hut before’ I had gotten ever one-quartor of the way up 
the incline, I met the’ officers coming back*.*!' noticed the couple 
that were on tho ground with their children* * .d . 

Vol 7, pp jC 518 and 519 

Thus it seems that a simple reading of the ©vide ncp should 
have indicated to Mr. Th®mpabh that Hargis did net immediately 
jump off his ' cycle and run west up the’ incline along and behind the 
picket fence, as the officer is depicted doing in Bond #2 and #5; 

Mr. Stern* Did you get behind the picket fence that runs from 
the overpass to the concrete wall? 

Mr. Hargis s No, no? I don’t remember any picket fence# 

Vel S, p. 295 

We can now reconstruct with certainty the movements ef Officer 
Hargis immediately after the shots were' fired: he stepped his cycle 

on the south "side of Elm Street across from the steps to the Memorial 
Arches, ran Msusk across the street, and east" up the incline, saw 
Mr. Newman fair to the ' ground with his child, rah' up t® and probably 
behind the concrete abutment' where ^apruder steed, turned' and ran 
immediately back to his cycle (Bend j^l) , get on, and as he testifed 
red# off under both underpasses.. Me returned in a few moments and 
took up a position at 'the .Texas' 'School’' Bdbk 'I^p'ea’itbry corner,, according 
to his further testimony, substantiated by the radio log# 

JACKSON 

The fourth motorcycle officer riding at the immediate; rear ef 
the President's car- was not called t© testify; his name does not 
appear in the index to the Proceedings . No information is available 
abefcl the activities of this man during er right after the assassin- 
ation. Hewever, if Jackson rode his assignment that day, we can 
rescenstruct these post-assassinatisn activities with certainly# 

(It is, ef course, possible that there was a last minute substitien 
in this position immediately at the rear of; th® President ' s^car, 
so it should be kept in mind that when he the name "Jackson^ is 
used this is a tentative' identification# The actions ef this fourth 
efficer, unlike his name, cannot be in doubt after a study of the 

evidenced 

1 




It will "be apparent v^em- the- /f oll*wihg^'.qu*tati»na -that 
the" fourth member of the motorcycle escort was 'engaged in the 
most spec tabular activity ®f all-right after the shots were 

fired. - , ; yy • . •; ■ 

’’President Kennedy slump ed forward in his seat and appeared;, 
t® have been, ; : hit^:byv;a.. hull et #"•> m y 

”Simmons said he recalled that a motorcycle policeman drove 
up the grassy slope toward the Texas School Depository Building, 
lumped off his motorcycle and then ran up the, hill toward the; 
Memorial Arches*!’ 

FBI interview with James L. Simmons 
■ Vpl 22, p. 833. 

”Mr. Winborn stated he was not able to ascertain exactly where 
the shots were" fired from as his attention remained on President 
Kennedy and the 'motorcycle- escert ...Mr. ?*Inbern stated that Very 
shortly thereafter the motorcycle escort dispersed and one motorcycle 
was abandoned by the police .officer riding it bh the grassy slope on 
the K*th north side- of ELm Street ;and this officer 'rushed up the • 
steps-, -leading - to ; the "pavillieh^a.hd^was •lest-.l-fr'em sight* The vehicle 
carrying the President' immediately left the area at a high rate of 
speed.” , ' - i; - ;■ . , 

FBI ; interview with Walter Luke Wlnbenj 

Vel. 22, p. 



”Ie stated that he first realized that something was wrong 
when the motorcycle escort began moving from their regular courses 
and at or just before this he heard sounds that could have been sheto. 

Mr* Johnson states that white smoke was observed near the pavillion 
but he felt that this smeka came from a motorcycle abandoned near 
the spot by a Dallas policeman*” 



FBI' interview with Clemen Earl Johnson 
Vel. 22, p. 85$' __rv\ ‘ L- , _ 

These gtatements from Simmons , Winbbra 'a n d Johnson are unmistakable; 
the ffwwgfcb rider on the slope was a member ef the escort Immediately 
at the rear of the "Time sine . It could not have boon Martin, Kargis, 
or Chaney* Therefor© the officer must be Mr. 'Jackson, who was not 
called to testify "to" the Cehmisslbn about what he saw when he rede 
up the slope, or why, indeed he wode up there. It Is also strange 
that this ride' is net pictured in any of the' films, taken from the 
w»aric south side ef the street. That it happeitd and that it involved 
one of the escert at the right rear ef the President ? ij®® 53 -**© 

Is clear from the testimony of ' twe witnesses who saw. it from widely 
different angles, S.M* Holland, oh the ® * 

on the north terminal railread tower* BBHp repF” • " 8 
drop off h&s cycle on the south side of the street and an officer 

ef the same escort ride up the knell 8 
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iir. Hellands... .Hew . ; de you want be knew ' about the tw® policemen 

w ® r ® . rising in the motorcade and ®n® ©f them 
threwed kis motorcycle down rightin the middle of 
, the street and run up t swards, that locatien with 
hms g;un in his hand. - - - , - 

Mr. Stern: Th*4rd « 

Mr. Holland: Toward the location that- 

Mr. Stern; Where you saw the puff of smoke? 

Mr. Hollands Wh«re I saw the puff of smoke. And another one 
tried to ride up the hill on his motorcycle and 

got halfway up there and he run up the ;. rest of the 
way en foot. 

Mr. Sterns Bo ahead. This is at the time ef the - 

Mr. Hollands At the time ef - 

Mr. Stern. That the shots were fired? 

Mr. Hellands The shets was fired.* 

Mr. Sterns Tw® meter cycle policemen whe were in the motorcade? 

Mr. Hellands In the motorcade, and ene ef them threwed his 

motorcycle down" right in the middle of the street 
and ran- up tho incline with Mis pistol" in his hand, 
and the ether motorcycle policeman jumped over the 
cure with his meter cycle and tried to ride up the 
hill on his motorcycle, and he -tipped over with 
him up there, and he ran up there the rest e f the. 
way with his v*. - 

; _ ^ Vol. S, p* .247. 

Since no officers riding met ercycles were in a position t# 
have taken the action desdrihed hy Mr. Holland immediately at tho 
time the shots were fired, the tw© officers whose actions are described 
have to he Hargis and Jackson* 

Lem Bowers teMmeny makes the same point t 

Mr* Balls Did yeu observe any activity on this high ground 
above Elm after the shots? 

Mr. Bowers s the time ef the sheeting there seemed to be 
seme commotion and immediately following there 
was a Motorcycle policeman who shat nearly all 
the way te the top of the incline. . .He waspart 
©f the motorcade and left it for some reason 
I did not know. • *H® came almest to the top and I 
believe abandened his motorcycle for a moment 
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and, then get on it and proceeded, I den*t knew,.* 
•Mr. Balls Hew did he get up? 

curb 

Mr . Bowers s Me ' just shet up ever the/aaris and up* 

Mr. Ball* He didn f t come by. way ef Elm Street which dead ends 

J_ T _ j*S> 



Mr. Bewerss He; he left the motorcade and came up the incline 
. an the meter cycle* 

Vel. S, W* g88. 

The Commission teek only : enough interest in Mr. Bowers testimony 
te : misrepresent it in the Reports on p. 83 ef the Report, it is 
stated that the' officer eh served by lee Bowers and others was^ 

Officer Clyde Haygeed.' "Hay good’ a testimony (Vel* «, p. *9*) 
clear that^e did nel jump the curb wltkhlsvcycle s . >* 
states so. Her was he in a position to have raced up the knell 
l^ediatelv after the sh.ts were fired, as B.wers Hwgc ; 

•mcer did S Haygeed was riding at the corner ef Main and Houston 
when the shots were fired* . ■ 

: Curibusly' enough. Will Iwa Manchester a President) 

makes the same error. He s tat e a that the met or cycle ef f ic " 

tfil^eaf ' bumper” ef the ; Prdslde ^ ^fhl^is 

meter cade , tammed the" curb and ■ raced m the U 

information that -Manchester* -.ceuld enly H&ve roar trunk* ef 

lllls In fact the Jtttw ^4 ' 

as- their testimeny_'mfeB^^.^K® s »..®3R 1 - i ®r: t *. . -• 

: Hay S ..i iii-'tSstlfy that ^tei**** up° n * 

.. 4»- -4A,* rv.*.»M»d ' tried to lump the curb and fax-lea , ana ran up 

'S“ *m : c.r%ictto^^ 

the picket fence* / - ; 

Thus, ef the four men at the immediate rear ef tk ® ^ 

.ere r.'Ati., **.l»Tk 

Hath ef the sheetine ani who a^fniiSur BeSeful attieh is the one 
wh. appears t. have taken ^ir.ct ahj J^”™1 “ oatl n ,t 

completely is L. efflcer picture* 

oven be sure ef the man s name i * . famous Altgens 

directly to the right ef the P £ e *^® n J ^shert this is the witness 
photograph and leokxng right at in 'the limosine. And 

hi*is S cempletely r iiasing from the official case. Why- 




